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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

Lavinia L. Dock, R.N., Department Editor 

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES 

IN the last week of this month, (May) the Executive Committee of 
the International Council of Nurses will meet in Copenhagen. 
The Danish Council of Nurses whose head, Mrs. Henny Tscherning, 
is also the president of the international body, has kindly opened its 
headquarters and sent out the invitations for the meeting. 

It is a purely executive meeting and no general invitations have 
been sent, — no public sessions will be held. There are applicant mem- 
bers to be admitted, a new secretary to appoint, and other routine 
matters to attend to. 

The American Nurses' Association is sending Helen Scott Hay 
as its accredited delegate with voting power. 

THE NURSES' ASSOCIATION OF CHINA 
By Cora E. Simpson, R.N. 

The Nurses' Association of China held a convention in Han- 
kow, January 11-17, which was voted by all the best conference ever 
held. It was larger and more representative than any previous one. 
Thirteen of the eighteen provinces were represented — Canton, Peking, 
and even far-away Sczetchuan, with one visitor from Manila. There 
were seventy foreign and eighteen Chinese nurse delegates present, 
with over a hundred nurses in all. The languages used were Chinese 
and English. The most beautiful spirit of harmony and contagious 
enthusiasm marked every session. The weather was far from ideal. 
Rain began the first day with cold winds which on Friday turned to 
sleet and ice, and the last days were marked by heavy snowfall and 
bitter cold weather, but weather could not dampen the happy spirits 
of those assembled. The hospitality was perfect under the leadership 
of Miss Hope Bell, and the people of Hankow surpassed all past rec- 
ords for entertainment. Ships and trains were met by people with 
smiling faces and autos. Delegates were overwhelmed with the joy- 
ous welcome they received from the very first until the last good-bye 
was said. 

The Conference opened on Wednesday with a reception, registra- 
tion, and an address of welcome by Miss Booth of Hankow, responded 
to by Miss Gage of Changsha. The President, Miss Gregg, was pre- 
sented with a beautiful basket of flowers. The second day Bishop 
Root delivered a masterful address on The Ministry of the Nurse, 
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after which the usual business was taken up. In the afternoon the 
delegates were taken to Mechang by launch, through the kindness 
of Mr. Wong Kwong, of the Yangtse Engineering Works. The Hos- 
pitals of the American Board Church Mission were visited, after 
which Mrs. Bliss gave a helpful paper on Occupational Therapy 
and exhibited some of the work done by patients. A delightful tea 
was served. The third day, papers on the League of Nursing Educa- 
tion by Miss Ogden of Anking, on the History of the N. A. C. by Miss 
Hope Bell of Hankow, the Future of the Chinese Men Nurses by Miss 
Stephenson of Anlu; Nurses' Records by Miss Craig of Peking, and 
Demonstration Methods on Teaching-Nurses by Miss Wolf of Peking, 
were read, and discussions followed. 

On Saturday Miss Sawyer of Tehchow had a paper on Nursing 
and Hospital Equipment made or improvised from material purchased 
on the native street with an exhibit, which was the main feature of 
the morning session. In the afternoon, the Civil and Military Gov- 
ernors of Hupeh accompanied by the Commissioner of Foreign Af- 
fairs, Director General of Mines, Military General, Mayor, and the 
American Consul, visited the meeting and the Governor spoke of the 
honor it was to have the Nurses' Association of China meet in his city, 
and of the great work nurses are doing in the world today. After 
this the delegates visited the Hospitals of Wushenmava in launches 
provided by Dr. Z. T. K. Woo of the Hanyang Iron Works. On Sunday 
Dr. Wilson of the Union Church preached a powerful sermon on "This 
Might Have Been Sold." In the afternoon a paper by Miss Logan of 
Tseninfu was read: Evangelistic Work in Hospitals. For Vespers, 
the Conference attended St. John's Church, where another helpful 
sermon was given by the Rector. Monday morning was given up 
to round tables and business, and the afternoon to unfinished busi- 
ness, and the election of officers. Miss Gregg, who had so graciously 
presided over the Conference, was reelected President ; Miss Stephen- 
son, vice-president; Miss Dexter, treasurer; Miss Schleicher, secre- 
tary ; Miss Dieter, editorial secretary ; and the Conference adjourned 
to meet in Canton in 1924. 

One of the outstanding features of the Conference was that six 
Chinese nurses from Canton were sent by the Governor of that Prov- 
ince with all of their expenses paid. Thursday morning a call came 
for a nurse to go to Honan to care for a foreigner ill with smallpox. 
Miss Ford responded and left on the night express. This was the 
first conference attended by our men nurses, who seemed very much 
at home, and who took part in the business. The great forward step 
was the reorganization of the Association, and the creating of the 
Committee on Nursing Education composed of six members who shall 
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have charge of all matters pertaining to the Schools of Nursing. 
There is a Chairman of this Committee and four other members are 
Chairmen of sub-committees. Miss Gage of Changsha is Chairman 
of the Committee on Nursing Education ; Miss Simpson of Foochow, 
Chairman of Registration; Miss Inghram of Peking, Chairman of 
Curriculum; Miss Ogden of Anking, Chairman of Examinations; 
Miss Stephenson of Anlu, Chairman of Translation, and Miss Sharpe 
of Shanghai, Publication. 

All members of these Committees are selected from the four 
great sections of China, and must be Superintendents of Schools of 
Nursing or nurses engaged in the active training of nurses. The 
Executive Committee is composed of the officers of the N. A. C. and 
the Chairman of the Committee on Nursing Education. The Schools 
of Nursing already registered are to have the registration renewed 
every two years, and for every renewal the N. A. C. shall issue a seal 
to be attached by the original Registration Committee to show the 
school is up to date. 

A recommendation was incorporated into the by-laws that no 
School of Nursing registered under the N. A. C. shall issue its diploma 
until the student has secured the diploma of the N. A. C, the N. A. C. 
diploma in Normal Midwifery is given to graduate nurses who hold 
the diploma of the N. A. C. in Nursing, after successfully passing the 
examination. The course in Operative Midwifery has been added to 
the Curriculum with a diploma for those nurses who already hold the 
N. A. C. diploma in Nursing and Normal Midwifery. The Executive 
Committee will prepare a pin to be given to nurses who hold the 
N. A. C. diploma. There were several discussions as to whether sec- 
tional or national examinations were best for China now, — the burden 
of papers is becoming so heavy for the Central Committee. It was 
finally decided to use the national in 1922, the sectional in 1923, and 
at the Conference in 1924 the final decision is to be taken as to which 
is better. 

All through the Convention members marvelled at the wonderful 
growth of the N. A. C. Just a few years ago, no nurses — no schools — 
no association — not even a word for nurse in the language — long dis- 
tances — isolation — superstition and ignorance — misunderstandings — 
"work only fit for coolies." Hard work and little encouragement was 
the diet of early days- — scattered group meetings. Then the first real 
meeting at Kuling in 1912, and the first convention in Shanghai in 
1914. The slow growth of schools — examinations — curriculum — the 
launching of the Journal in 1920 — the success of that paper — the 
growth of power, honored by the President — visdted by the Governors 
until today people realize the nurses are here to stay, and are fast 
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becoming a power in the Republic and are, as one Governor said: 
"Teachers of sanitation and guardians of the Public Health." 

Perhaps the greatest thing that came out of the Conference was 
the unanimous decision that the time has come when nurses burdened 
with other duties can no longer carry the work of the association, 
and it was voted that we must have a General Secretary who can 
give all her time to the work. She will care for the correspondence, 
but primarily her work will be to travel throughout China, visiting 
the registered schools and isolated stations, presenting the nursing 
work to schools and conventions, and to all classes of people as an 
educational work most necessary for China. The work of the nurse 
is misunderstood by many people, but in this land of China, where 
for thousands of years education has been looked upon with the great- 
est reverence, it is most important that stress be placed upon the 
education of the nurse, so that splendid, educated young women will 
think it worth while to take it up as a life work. The Mission Boards 
are asked to set aside the necessary funds for this purpose. Cora E. 
Simpson, of Foochow, was selected for the work, and her Mission 
Board was asked to release her so she can give all her time to this 
important work for two years. 

With these splendid forward looking plans, the members expect 
even greater growth and success for the N. A. C. in the next ten years 
than has been possible the last ten. 



CHINOSOL IN ERYSIPELAS 
Readers who were interested in the Erysipelas case described in the April 
Journal might also be interested in an article in the February Annals of Surgery 
on "The Treatment of Erysipelas with Chinosol and Sodium Chloride. The 
author, Dr. William C. Lusk, describes the results secured by treatment with 
Chinosol both in tincture form and in ointment. A point of particular interest 
to nurses, whose duty it commonly is to make such applications as are ordered, is 
contained in the following paragraph: "A principle in the treatment of ery- 
sipelas by topical applications can be laid down, that the area of skin treated 
should include a wide margin of the normal appearing skin adjoining the line 
of demarcation, in order to try and destroy the bacteria which particularly are 
connected in the spread of the disease. In this work the boundary of the area 
to be treated was established by a line 3 or 4 inches beyond the line of advance 
of the errythema." 



